


WHAT IS IT?

SOMEONE BROUGHT THIS TO
THE MUSEUM FOR \DENTIFICATION

ITS A HORSEHAIR WORM
AND 178 ZOMBIE JERUSALEM
CRICIKET HOST,.

WE REALLY GOT GROSSED OUT
WHEN THE WORM CRAWLED
OUT OF THE. (RICKET!

LIFE sizEe
JERMSALEM
CRICKET



HAVE YOU SEEN A HORSEHAIR WORM?

Ces-IN VOYR PET'S
 WATER DISH

!

o o SWIMM I NG-
© INTHE WATER .

< o AS ATANGLED
THREAD ON THE
THE BOTTOM OF
A POND OR STREAM,

HOSTS IT 16 CREEPY LOOKING
IT 1S A PARASITE BUT CAN'T HURT UGS
OF INGECTS ONLY. OR QUR PETS.



THE HORSEHAIR WORM LIVES TWO LIVES

THE ADULT WORM LIVES
AND REPRODUCES \N WATER,
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7 BUT 1T NEEDS TO GROW AND

s
/A

7 MATURE INSIDE AN INSECT

i o

(;zf\f TOCOMPLETE TS LIFE CYCLE. sj’«?f‘
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HOW DID THE WORM GET FROM WATER TO LAND, GET INS|DE
THE CRICKET AND RETURN TO THE WATER?

HERE |5 THE 5TORY. - -

IT START S
WITH LOVE .

A FEMALE WORM SWIME IN THE
WATER, LOOKING FOR LOVE ,

SHE FINDS A MALE
ANDTHEY MATE.,

SOMETIMES OTNER WORMS

JOIN IN, FORMING ATANGLED SE | B WORM
LOVE MASS. Exy 7B%Y =
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LUCK OF THE DRAW
. FEMALE WORMMAYS | (g
Hﬁ i< EGG-‘.%.

] f o i
THE CHANCES omny OF TNE WORM'S i
OFFSPRING FINPING-A HOST ON LAND ,
AND RETURNING TO WATER TO BRrerd |
“ARE REALLY SUM. TO INCREASE HER |
-/ ODDS) GUE CAN LAY A4S MANY AS - /
cf 1O MILLION EGES. S

E CYS$T GETS
FREE RIDE !

LONG STRANDS
OF EGGE POUR
FROM TNE WORNK .

BEGG WITH —
Dr:anLoer&
LARVA |

AREN'T TRE Y _ﬁ) CYsT
CUTE:! INSECT
TIGSUE

T e

_ fo&c& \T HAS BEENEATEN, THE Worm
- P J ="AQUATIC STAGE § LARVA MOVES INTO THE INSECT'S TSSUE
SWALLGWES ot DAMSEL LY . AND FORMS A PROTECTIVE CAPSULE

- \_CALLED A CYST. IT DOES NOT KARM THE NOST,



HOW THE WORM AND CRICKET MEET

THE HUNGRY JERWSALEM CRICKET
15 WANDERING ABQUT LOCKING
LIKE ALL LWING THINGS, THE. FOR FOO0D . HE DISCOVERS TUE
DAMSEL FLY HASA FINITE LIFESPAN , DEAD PUG-.

ONE NIGHT T DIES IN \TS SLEEP

AND FALLS TO THE GROWND,
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HE STARTS To GNAW AWAy
AT THE DEAD BUG'S PODY | % 4
INGESTING TNE CYST, N



ONCE INSIDE...

ONCE INGESTED , THE HORSEHAIR STOMACH
WORM LARVA EMERGES FROM THE
ST PORES THROUGH THE WALL OF | HORSE HAIR WORM LARVA

E CR!C.KE-T's GUT AND BENTERS
ITS BObY CAVITY.

[~ ENTERING BODY CAVITY
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THE WORM FLOATS IN THE CRICKETS F'::%I{Ré%rlg\/
BODY FLUIDS ABSORBING NUTRIENTS FLUIDS AND
THROUGH ITS BODY WALL-. TISSUES

LT NAS NO mou'rH i
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AT FIRST, THE WORM 1S NOT T00
GREEDY AS IT FEEDS SO AS NoT TO
WEAKEN OR KILL ITS HOST,

IT SOON FILLS THE JERUSALEM
Buy; A8 1T RO, T NEERS MoRE CRICKET/S BODY cj;wry. THE

AND MORE. FooD AND SPACE. WORM 1§ GROW ING- RESTLESS AND
NEEDS TORETURN TO WATEK



THE ZOMBIE CRICKET

Now CoMES THE ZOMBIE PART.

THE WORM CAUSES A CHANGE
IN THE CRICKET, TRANSFORMING
HIM INTOA ZOMBIE WITH A
KILLER “THIRST.

HE MUST
FIND WATER

.« o AND THERE \6&
N O STOPPING- HIM .

W66 LE THROUGH
FORBSTS OF GRAGS .,

A

OFF THE ZOMBIE CRICKET ~ .
GOES, WORM STILL INGIDE. L3IV~
HE MUST CLIMB OVER ROCKSer- P 7 NAVIGATE. CANYONS.

PREDATORS LURK . OBLIVIOUS TO THE DANGER,
A MISSION .. -

vv + ANR MARCHES ON.
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THE END OF THE ROAD -~
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Pete

AT LAST HE HAS
FOUND WATER ! IR

=S R S HE 1S sQ THIRS%‘Y THAT
N o HE DIVES RIGHT IN.
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WRIGGLING AND KICKING,
HE TRIES TO SWiM,
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SUDDENLY, THE WORM
ERUPTE OUT OF “THE.
CRICKETE BODY.

1“\'.,‘. T 1ol
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FREE FROM HER HOST, -
4 LT SEARCH FOR LOVE .

< THE SWIMNGE OFF o =



PEVELOPING Wor
PARALITIC STAGE
TEKRESTRIALSTAGE

TRANSF ORT W OST .

!; ABULT Worms

¥ ’
ROE S NOT | NOWN PARGLGS MC

HARM HOGT Yt

N N :«
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AQUATIL STAGLE
TRANSPORT ROGT

TUWORM LARYA

HORSEHAIR WORM
LIFE CYCLE



