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Since last fall, our resurveys in the eastern Mojave Desert have continudeithps tothe

area arountesslerSpring 3 miles north of Cim#&i 10 November 2016p the eastern séon

of Cedar CanyordOi 14 November 2016p the Borrego Canyon/Cave Spring area on the east
side of the Providence Mountains 28 NoveniBdbecember 2016, and Horse Thief Spring

and vignity at the north base of the Kingston Range2Z3May 2017. All of these surveys
encompassed botiirds and mammals, except the da€edar Canyon in November addressed
mammals onlyOur trips paralleled work by various biologists from the Museum oféljeate
Zoology around Cima and in Cedar Canyon in January 163Be region east of the Providence
Mountainsnear Granite Weih December 1937 and January 1938, and to Horse Thief Spring in
June 1939 and June 1940.

These sites range in elevation fralmout 3700 feet near Cave Spring up to about 5100 feet in

Cedar Canyon, except on the nasitleof the Kingston Rangere also climbed up the steep

slope as high a&8600f eet t o reach t his skjustbelawheneid 6s zone
transitionsto white fir. Below the pinyon zone, which includes upper Cedar Canyon, the

vegetation is diverse desert shrubs with varying densities of the Joshua tree. Permanent water is
available to wildlife at Cave Spring, Kessler Spring, and Horse Thief Sprindydsurrounding

oass of watefloving plants such as cottonwooeds, willows, and cattails are minimal, except

at Horse Thief Spring, where they are wadlveloped enough to have become a-etiwn stop

for migrating birds.
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A portion of the gbstantial riparin habitat at Horse Thief SpriKghgston Range



We continue to accumulate data supporting the idea that certain birds have incresgsedd

over the past 75 years. Among the more interesting is the Crissal Thrasher, which we found at all
three sites whose bird surveys we address in this report. The early surveys detected it at none of

the three, thougthey didencounteone or twaindividualsat twonearbysiteswe have not

covered yetAnd the thrasher is Hongerrare: around both Kessler Spring and Borrego Canyon

we recorded it daily, with up to 6 individuals per day. Though often shy, the birds made

themselves conspicuous byload frequently. Including Cedar Canyon, we have now found this

species at 4 sites that the early expeditions covered well without encountering a single

individual. Therefore wehink it likely there has been an actual increase and question the
conclusiofl i n the California Department of Fish anc
Special Concerno) that the apparent spread re
true range extension. o

Of course, one goal of our study is detecting chattggsmnay be linked to climate change. One
of the strongest candidates for such a change is the-Blde# GnatcatcheMV Z6s ear | vy
expeditions did not reportits tiny birdanywhere irtheeastern Mojave Desert. Of the few sites
from which Joseph Grinnednd Alden Miller cited it in their 1944 book on the distribution of
California birds, the highest in elevation is Goffs, at 2590 ethaverecorded the Black

tailed Gnatcatcher at Borrego Canyon (3850 féassler Spring (4860 feegnd Cedar Caron
(5200 feet)and many reports t@ww.eBird.orgattest that it imow a widespreadesident up to

at least 5000 feet elevation. In B)%he late Pat Mock proposed that the closely related
California Gnatcatcher is limited by winter low temperatubeshg unable to survive when the
nighttime low consistently dips below 2.5°(@estern Bird29:413 420). Possibly, the Black
tailed is similarly limited but has been able to spread upslope as winter temperatures have
warmed.




An apparently recemange expansiois of the Rufousrowned Sparrow to the Kingston Range.
In our report on our spring 2016 trip to Cedar Canyonmeatiored our discovery of the

species there, repsenting a spread of tpepulation ofAimophila ruficeps scottaliscovered in

the New Yorkand Providence puntains in the 1970s. Previously, this subspecies had been
known only from Arizona, southwestern New Mexico, Sonora, and Chihuahua. On ourghikes u
the steep north face of the Kingston Rang@4and25 May 2017, we encountered at least three
singing malesit elevations between 5200 and 5700.féké Rufouscrowned Sparrow was

missed in the Kingston Range by not only Alden Miller and colleagoes tihe MVZ in 1939

and 1940, but also by Steve Cardiff and Van Remsen during their visit in JunaN&stérf

Birds 12:73 86, 1981). But in 198C. Bradley Bushiecordedt on two dategin The Kingston
Range of California: A Resource Surv&pnvironmentaField Program, University of

California, Santa Cruz, Publicatiob0, 1983). He interpreted the birds were spring migrants, but
the Rufouscrowned Sparrow is nonmigratory, and on one date he noted four individaals in
grassy area in a burned standNafina wolfii, an expected habitat. It seems likely that the
species spread west into the Kingston Mountains not long after its colonization of the New York
and Providence mountains, reported by Remsen and Caktifftérn Bird4.0:45 46, 1979).

Clark Mountan, where the Rufousrowned Sparrow has been reported since the 1890

only other site known foAimophila ruficeps scottin California.

Our evidence for a change in the Gilded Flicker is only tentative, but since this bird is regarded
as endanged by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, we believe the possibility that

it has increased since the3D8 merits further investigatiomhe biologists from MVZ covered

the areaund Cimantensively, but theionly sightingsvereofa fié¢ ofolsock of about
on 11 January 1938, nest from which kestrels had evicted flickers (eggs only remaining) on 20
May 1938, and one call heard on 23 May 1938. Subsequently, birders have contieypedtto

the Gilded Flicker regularly but usually only one or two per day and never more thaBuour.

from6 to 10 November 2016 we saw the species daily, with five individuals on two days and a
remarkable 12 on 9 Noveml@eeasy to count accurately sinceshwere flying in a single

direction. These were along the wash paralleling the hills south of Kessler Pedhatgoved s
photos clearly show an increase in the density of Joshua trees in this area since 1938, a change

that presumably has benefitedthé i cker , whi ch excavates its nes:¢
red-shafted subspeci€nlaptes auratus canescestsould be a common winter visitor in the east
Moj ave, but itods possi-ghaftedflickerarepresentedtife &dde si ght i

too: the single specimen of the Gilded collected near Cima in 1938 had the wing and tail linings
redinstead of the usual yellgwuhough its small size, rufotsown crown, and finely barred

back are all typical of the Gilded, not the Rethfted Colledions preserved in both MVZ and
SDNHM attest that about a quarter to a third of the population of the Gilded Flicker nesting
along the lower Colorado River (now nearly extirpated) was alsshafied Withoutthe

specimenn hand the identity ofa redshafted flicker in the east Mojave is ambiguous.



2 miles NNE Cima (left, ElImer Aldrich, May 19, 1938) vs. today (right): note the increased
cover of Joshua Trees in the backgraund

2 miles NNE Cimdleft, EImerAldrich, May 16, 1938) vs. todayight): notethe same tank
from the previous photas this view (red circle) and increaseadver of vegetationncluding
grass, shrubs, cacti, and Joshua trees

Cedar Canyon (lefElmerAldrich, May 31, 1938) vs. today (right)ote increased covef
vegetationThis site now supportfie Crissal Thrasher, Blaetailed Gnatcatcher, and Rufeus
crowned Sparrow.



